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Abstract
The integration of cultural content in mathematics education may enrich learning, This study

aimed to identify and describe the mathematical objects in the Mappacci tradition of the Bugis
cultural. Using qualitative ethnography, the research identified malhmical patterns in the
ritual through observations, interviews, d entations, and reviews. The data was analyzed
using qualitative data analysis consisted of domain analysis, taxonomy analysis, componential
analysis, and cultural themes analysis. The result indicates that the utilization of specific odd
and even numbers, such as 1,7, and 9, as well as those observed in the Pacci presentation,
symbolize vital life concepts such as perfection and honesty. Geomeiric shapes, including
triangles and rectangles, express stability, and essential virtues, reflecting life's cyclical nature
and spiritual guidance. The bijective application of Inai { Pacci) leaves underscores unity and
purification, strengthening family ties. The adherence to numbers 30 and 3 in ritals points to
the impact of Islamic teachings, which highlight the importance of triadic patterns for religious
and social harmony. These elements enrich community and individual lives, blending deep
cultural, ethical, and spiritual values.

Keywords: Bugis: Mappacci tradition; mathematics; ethnography: Ethnomathematics

Introduction

Indonesia has diverse cultures with wisdom and values in local traditions (Fatmawati, 2021).
Local traditions encompass a wide range of cultural expressions, including ceremonies,
festivals, music, dance, art, cuisine, storytelling, and social norms (Fatmawati, 2021; Fuad et
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al., 2020). They serve as a means of preserving and celebrating the identity and heritage of
different ethnic groups across the Indonesian archipelago. From Sabang to Merauke, the
country's archipelago creates cultural diversity with many ethnic groups. The 2020 Central
Statistics Agency census found over 300 ethnic groups or 1,340 tribal groups in Indonesia.
Indonesian culture includes traditional houses, ceremonies, dress, dances, musical instruments
and songs, weapons, and cuisines due to this diversity.

Culwre encompasses the entire system of ideas, actions, and creations of human life
within a society that people learn kCausadlas, 2020). Cultwre is a vast subject that includes

customs, etiquette, and lifestyle. Cultural differences are stark among ethnic groups, especially
in Indonesia. South Sulawesi has many tribes and cultures. The Bugis tribes are famous
Indonesian ethnicities. South Sulawesi's preserved culture represents ancestors' heritage that
descendants must preserve and protect out of respect. Traditions, customs, and habits are
usually attached to community beliefs and rituals, forming a culture (Sumiaty et al., 2023;
Syarifuddin & Hasyim, 2022}). South Sulawesi, rich in cultural diversity, has traditional rituals
and entertainment-based cultures. The region is inhabited by four major ethnic groups: the
Makassar, Bugis, Toraja, Mandar, and Lwwu. Each has a different lifestyle, including the
performance of marriage ceremonies (Juanda & Azis, 2022; Sumiaty et al., 2023).

Marriage aims to build a harmonious, prosperous, and happy family (M. Hendri
Agustiawan & Nazhifatum Mutahhirah, 2023). The Bugis community values marriage as a
cultural heritage. The Bugis marriage system is deeply rooted in customs and one of the most
complex due to its pre-, marriage, and post-marriage stages. Mappacci, or Korengtigi, is a
meaningful pre-marriage process for Bugis and Makassar (Azis, 2021: Salam & Lapele,2020).

The term Mappacci is often associated with one of the activities in the Bugis marriage
process (Azis, 2021). The community requires the bride and groom to perform Mappacci one
day before the wedding. Before Islam and Christianity arrived in Bugis, the Mappacci tradition
dates back generations (Azis, 202 mumarni et al., 2023). The Mappacci tradition has been
passed down through generations, even before the arrival of Islam and Christianity in Bugis
land (Idrus et al., 2023}. As such, it has become a deeply rooted cultural tradition, seemingly
inseparable from Bugis marriage rituals (Isumarni et al., 2023). Mappacci is a prerequisite and
an essential element in Bugis wedding celebrations, representing a series of festivities prior to
the actual wedding ceremony and using symbols or conditions that convey the importance of
maintaining family unity and preserving love in marriage (Azis, 2021).

One of the essential elements in discussing education in relation tw culture is the
integration of cultural content, understood as the integration of multicultural education into the
curriculum [(Silva, 2022)|. The content of the curriculum includes addressing how to reduce
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various prejudices in the racial behavim' certain ethnic groups and how these prejudices can
be articulated in the material (Costa et al., 2021; Gaias et al., 2022; Matsuda et al., 2020
Verkuyten et al., 2019). Thus, studying the different cultures of ethnic groups can enrich the
mathematical context in educational units.

Mathematics and culture are two inseparable elements. Since its discovery , mathematics
has continued to evolve dynamically with the changing times, integrating itself into various
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aspects of human life (Silva, 2022). This is consistent with the assertion that mathematies is a
cultural form that is integrated into all aspects of human life (Gaias et al., 2022). However , there
is often a perception in our society that culture and mathematics are separate (Prahmana &
D’ Ambrosio, 2020; Revina & Leung, 2021). Yet, communities have long engaged in activities
that unknowingly use mathematical concepts, such as counting, in their daily lives (Mania &
Alam, 2021).

Mathematics and culture united in the field of study known as "ethnomathematics.”
(Prahmana et al., 2021) describe ethnomathematics as a bridge between mathematics and local
culture. The integration of ethnomathematics into curriculum and pedagogy mirrors
developments in mathematics education (Gaias et al, 2022; Prahmana et al., 2021).
Ethnomathematics is an application of the contextual approach, which can also be combined
with the scientific approach to learning (Nur et al., 2021). In the educational process, especially
in the 2013 curriculum, strengthening ethical and moral values among adolescents is one of the
goals (Idrus et al., 2023; Sumiaty et al., 2023). Success in building the character of students will
contril o success in building the character of the nation (Costa et al., 2021; Mania & Alam,
2021). The progress of a nation depends on the character of its people, their intelligence, the
excellence of their thinking, the synergy of their leaders, and other factors. Implementing the
ethnomathematics approach is expected to provide teachers and students with ideas on how to
build students' conceptual and procedural mathematical knowledge and ultimately improve
their mathematics leamning outcomes (Nur et al., 2021; Prahmana & D’ Ambrosio, 2020).

Based on an initial analysis of the Mappacci tradition, which holds positive meanings and
values in its event procession, tools and materials used, and the regularity within the tradition,
it is strongly suspected that the meanings, values, and regularities are related to mathematical
objects that can be explored to produce a realistic and ¢ tual mathematical material derived
from the local wisdom of the Bugis culture. Therefore, the aim of this study is to identify and
describe the mathematical objects in the Mappacei tradition of the Bugis cultural group in South
Sulawesi, Indonesia.

Methods

This study used ethnography with a qualitative approach. Ethnography aa research method
that describes the culture of a community (Spradley & McCurdy, 1980). Ethnography was
chosen as the method in this study because it is consistent with the goals of ethnomathematics,
which is the study of the ideas, methods, and techniques in a particular culture from the original
perspective of the members of that culture (Prahmana et al., 2021).

The study was conducted in Bone Regency, South Sulawesi Province. Bone Regency
represents the Bugis ethnic group in this study. The data sources used were the participants or
performers of the Mappacci-Korongtigi tradition (the wedding couple, family) and local
figu remamely.cullural experts in Mappacci from the Bugis ethnic group.

The data for this study were collected through observation, interview , documentation, and
literature review. (1) Observation was used to get a direct view of the Mappacci tradition by
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visiting the place where the Mappacci event takes place without participating in the activities.
In this study, the observed elements include the process of performing the ritual and the physical
objects that support the performance of Mappacci. An observation guide sheet containing
indicators related to the Mappacei tradition was used for observation. (2) Unstructured
interviews were used in this study. On these occasions, the researcher interviewed local
personalities and participants or organizers of the Mappacci event to collect the necessary data,
An interview guide sheet containing indicators related to the Mappacei tradition was used for
the interview. (3) Documentation was also used in the study to collect supporting data.
Documentation related to the Mappacei tradition was discussed in this study and detailed
documents were needed to uncover it through data collection. Photographs were crucial
documents as researchers connected the MafBlcci tradition to be analyzed for mathematical
concepts and elements contained in it. (4) A literature review was conducted to determine the
focus of the study and to ex the mathematical aspects of the Mappacci tradition.

After data collection, the data was analyzed using qualitative data analysis consisted of
domain analysis, taxonomy analysis, componential analysis, and cultural themes analysis
(Sugiyono, 2022). A qualitative study is considered scientific if there is a level of confidence
in the data. Therefore, researchers used data validity techniques to take responsibility for the
study. Furthermore, to test the validity of the data, the researcher would use the triangulation
method (Christensen et al., 2015: Creswell & Creswell, 2023). According to Creswell &
Creswell (2023), the triangulation method refers to testing and comparing data from different
sources and observing data. The triangulation method can obtain reliable data, and it is done by
examining the data obtained from the study through multiple sources and observations. The
data sources in this study consist of participant observation, in th interviews,
documentation, and literature review. After that, all the analyzed data were written in the field
notes.,

Results and Discussion

Based on the data obtained from observations and interviews, data were analyzed using domain
analysis, taxonomy analysis, componential analysis, and cultural themes analysis. The results
of the data analysis focus on the findings of the basic concepts of mathematics contained in the
Mappacci procession and the positive values contained in the Mappaci process. The general
description of the stages of data analysis that have been carried out are:

Domain Analysis

The initial step in processing the data from this study was to analyze the domain of the
Mappacci cultural object as a traditional ritual that marks the beginning of the wedding
ceremony for the Bugis people in South Sulawesi. The ethnomathematics domain that has been
analyzed is classified into two domains: (1) materials and equipment in the Mappacci
procession and (2) activities in the Mappacci procession that correspond to the fundamental
activities of mathematics.
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Taxonomy Analysis

Furthermore, the findings of the ethnomathematics domain in the Mappacci procession were
analyzed using taxonomy analysis. The following were considered: (1) Basic mathematical
concepts contained in materials, equipment, and activities in the Mappacci procession. (2)
Mathematical values contained in materials, equipment, and activities in the Mappacci
procession.

Componential Analysis

The ethnomathematics taxonomy contained in the Mappacci procession is further analyzed into
components of Mappacei materials and equipment, as well as elements of Mappacei procession
activities. The components of Mappacci materials and equipment identified as
ethnomathematics studies in this study are as follows: (1) Seven pieces of Mappacci hand mat
silk gloves; (2) Mappacei hand mat pillow; (3) Jackfruit leaves and banana leaves; (4) Tnai leal
(Pacci).

‘While the components or elements of the Mappacci procession activities identified as
objects of ethnomathematics studies in this study are as follows: (1) Mappasau Botting and
Cemme Passih; (2) Khatammal Qur'an; (3) Mappacei; (4) Scattering Wenno.

Cultural Themes Analysis
The ethnomathematics study of the Mappacci procession for the Bugis people in South

Sulawesi reveals the presence of two primary cultural themes: rituals and wedding ceremonies.

The Fundamental Principles of Mathematics and the Numerical Values in
Ethnomathematics Domains and Components in Mappacci Procession
Materials and Equipment

Odd numbers 1,7,and 9

Odd numbers 1,7, and 9 are evident in the bride-to-be's handwear during the Mappacci process.
The Mappacei hand mat is a piece of equipment comprising a banana leaf, which serves as the
base, and nine jackfruit leaves, which are covered by seven folds of a silk sarong (Figure 1).
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L .
Figure 1. Nine jackfruit leaves, one banana leaf, and seven folds of silk sarong for the
Mappacci hand mat.

The use of certain odd numbers in the pacct tradition of the Bugis tribe has a
meaning of life values that are strongly held for the Bugis tribe community (Azis, 2021). The
symbolic meaning of the life that will be lived by the bride and groom is conveyed by the nine
jackfruit leaves topped with one banana leaf. The number 1, as the main prime number paired
with the number 9 in the number of jackfruit leaves, is a pair of numbers that when added
together produces 10. The symbolic interpretation of nine jackfruit leaves on one sheet of
banana leaf tops is based on valid data from interviews. The description of the interpretation is
that fresh jackfruit leaves are provided as a coating for seven sheets of silk sarong and placed
on top of one sheet of banana leal shoots. An odd number of jackfruit leaves were provided,
with nine sheets being prioritized. The combination of one sheet of banana leaf tops and nine
jackfruit leaves is indicative of a pair of odd numbers, which in this context represents the
concept of perfection in life. In Bugis language, the term tepui, pannoi, or maggendingngi is
used to describe the spirit of life or victory. In this context, the word fortune is used to convey
the idea of abundance or tassera serai dalle' hallala'na. The us@B{ jackfruit leaves is indicative
of the ideals of ancestors or pengahapan, as well as honesty, in the Bugis language, which is
called daung panasa. This term means hope, and it is employed in the Mapacci procession so
that the hopes of the bride and groom can also be realized (Isumarni et al., 2023). The name of
the jackfruit, panasa, is the same as hope.

The seven pieces of silk sarong, patuju/tujui, which means right, useful, or beneficial,
are intended to convey the hope that the bride and groom will always do something right, useful,
or beneficial (Faridah et al., 2019). The phrase "sini-fujui" is used to express the idea that the
couple should always be right. The Bugis concept of Godliness is represented by the seven
layers of the sarong, namely: lempu, adatongeng, tetteng, temmappasilaingeng,
anyamengkininnawangeng, alabong, and mekkoo. These seven layers represent the seven peaks
of happiness. The seven elements of this layer also serve as a guide for those who aspire to
assume a leadership role, whether as the head of a family or the head of a govemment, This
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condition is consistently present for seven days a week , guiding new families in navigating their
daily lives.

Flat Triangles and Square Patterns

The triangular flat shapes found in the seven folds of the silk sarong used as a hand mat during
the Mappacei procession (Figure 2). The seven pieces of silk sarong are highly recommended
by traditional leaders to be folded in the shape of a triangle, namely an isosceles triangle.

TR Sy . 4

Figure 2. Seven layers of silk sarong formed into an isosceles triangle

The rectangular flat pattern in se of pillow equipment serves as the fundamental
basis for the placement of the hands of the bride and groom during the Mappacci procession
(Isumarni et al., 2023). The rectangular surface of the pillow is the primary symbol utilized as
a representation of hope for the life that the bride and groom will subsequently lead.

The rectangular flat pattern in IJBN-: of pillow equipment serves as the fundamental
basis for the placement of the hands of the bride and groom during the Mappacci procession
(Figure 3). The rectangular surface of the pillow is the primary symbol utilized as a
representation of hope for the life that the bride and groom will subsequently lead.

Figure 3. Mappacci pillow base

The fundamental geometric property of aquadrilateral is its lat shape, which is defined
by four sides and four corner points. The symbolic interpretation of the quadrilateral shape on
the pillow surface of the Mappacci base is based on valid data from the interview results. This
data indicates that the quadrilateral-shaped pillow surface with four sides (sulapa eppa)
represents the completeness of life from the four cardinal directions: east, west, north, and
south. The pillow has four corner points, which symbolize the four corerstones of virtue that
humans must possess in order to navigate life successfully (Azis, 2021; Nuruddin & Nahar,
2022). These comerstones are: kabaraniang (courage), akkarungeng (noble descent), asugireng
(wealth), and akkessingeng (good looks/beauty).

7 & & 1-MES




Journal of Honai Math, 5(1), 1-8, April 2022

Rotational Transformation Pattern

The arrangement of nine jackfruit leaves on a single banana leaf shoot in a symmetrical circle
constitutes a rotation pattern in geometric transformation. This rotation pattern is arranged in
layers of two, with the bottom layer comprising five jackfruit leaves in acircle and the top layer
comprising four jackfruit leaves arranged in a circle. Both layers exhibit a resemblance to
shining sunlight. Additionally, a symmetrical stalk composed of three jackfruit leaves is present
on the left and right sides.

The mathematical values inherent in this rotational transformation patiern of nine
terraced jackfruit leaves are those of a circle symmetrically arranged. It gives rise to a meaning
about life that continues to rotate, sometimes at the peak of life, and at other times on the lowest.
However, the most important aspect is that one's life must still provide bright light for others,
as the sun symbolizes the circular arrangement of jackfruit leaves. For this reason, the married
life that will be lived by the bride and groom must be supported by two symmetrical pillars:
harmonious human relationships and relationships with the Almighty Creator based on piety to
obtain salvation in the world and the hereafter (Idrus et al., 2023; Sumiaty et al., 2023).

Bijective Functions: One-on-one correspondence

The Mappacci procession is dependent upon the availability of Inai (Pacci) leaves (Figure 4).
These leaves symbolize self-cleansing (Mappacci) before married life (Isumarni et al., 2023).
Prior to being applied to the palms of the bride and groom, the Pacci leaves are mashed and

n made into small spheres, which are subsequently placed in a sacred container prepared by
the parents of the bride and groom (Azis, 2021). The number of Pacci spheres is equalized by
the number of family members, relatives, and certain individuals invited to place Pacei on the
palms of the bride and groom. Each Pacei sphere repress one individual authorized to give
FPacei to the bride and groom (Nuruddin & Nahar, 2022). The number of Pacci spheres is equal
to the number of family members invited to give Pacci. This represents the principle of one-to-
one correspondence or bijective function between the set of Pacei rounds that are related to the
set of family members who give Pacci. The cardinality of these two sets is the same.
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The positive mathematical values inherent in the use of Pacei leaves are the cleansing
and purification of the hearts of the bride and groom (Isumarni et al., 2023). This process begins
with the cleansing of the hearts of family ancaose relatives, and continues with the removal
of bad thoughts and hostility. Paeci balls are stored in a container as a symbol of harmony in
family life and community life. This container is used as one of the complementary events of
Tudampenni or Pacci night. The correspondence between the set of Pacci balls and the set of
family members invited as Pacci givers indicates that every family, whether local or distant,
contributes to the formation of a new family that is characterized by a pure heart and actions.
This reinforces the family as a space for communication and interaction, which must be
maintained for its integrity (Rahima & Mardianti, 2021).

Basic mathematical concepts and mathematical values in the domain
and components of ethnomathematics in the fundamental activity of the
Mappacci procession

The Use of Odd Numbers 3 in the Processions of Mappasau Botting and
Cemme Passih, and Scattering Wenno

The Mappasau botting and cemme passih are the inaugural series of rituals within the Mappacci
tradition (Figure 5). This event can span three consecutive days preceding the day of the
marriage contract (Rahmayuni Saharuddin & Rahman ,2021). During these three days, the bride
and groom undergo the traditional treatment of bathing in flowers and using black powder
derived from a combination of three principal ingredients, namely glutinous rice, tamarind, and
lime. During the three-day period, the bride and groom play a role in the treatment ritual, which
involves the use of bedda lotong (black powder made from three main ingredients) and bathing
flowers. The purpose of the Mappasau botting procession is to ensure the bride's and groom's
self-preservation at home and grooming to look beautiful in the presence of the future husband,
relatives, and family. The Mappasau botting event concludes with the Cemme Passih, or flower
bath. This ritual is intended to cleanse the body and spirit, and to ask for divine protection and
guidance in navigating the challenges of domestic life (Rahmayuni Saharuddin & Rahman,
2021).

v
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Figure 5. The Cemme Passih
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At the end of the Mappacci procession, after giving Pacci on the palm of the bride-to-
be's hand, the Pacci giver scatters Wenno (fried rice) around the bride-to-be (Figure 6). This
wenne scattering is done three times by each Pacci giver.

Figure 6. The process of scattering wenno three times to the bride-to-be

The use of the odd number three in the Mappasau Botting, Cemme Passih, and Wenno
scattering rituals signifies the closeness of the bride-to-be's family to the aspect of religious
values according to the Islamic religion adopted by the bride-to-be's family. The bride and
groom's family believes that all actions that are quantity in nature are prioritized to be done
three times. For families who adhere to Islamic leachings. number three is important
(Abduova et al., 2023). This is due to the recommendations of the Prophet Muhammad, who is
regarded as a role model for Muslims. These recommendations include the recommended series
of ablutions (washing the face three times, washing hands three times, and so on), the
recommended eating with three fingers, ordering to honor the mother repeated three times, and
the maximum limit of not greeting is also three days.

The symbolic meaning of scaitering the Wenno three times is that wishes and prayers
for goodne ss are made an odd number of times. Scattering the Wenno is accompanied by prayers
that ask that the bride and groom may flourish and have sufficient sustenance to live a
comfortable life daily (Jumino, 2019).

Factors that Diviﬁhe Number 30 in the Qur'an Khatammal Procession

Khatammal Qur'an is the completion of the recitation of the Qur'an. This procession is carried
out for the family of the bride and groom who are Muslim (Figure 7). Khatanumal Qur'an is
performed by a group of people who are specially invited to recite the Qur'an. Khatammal
Qur'an is a series of processions that form part of a ritual of self-purification, undertaken after
the recitation of the Qur'an has been completed.
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Figure 7. Recitation of Qur'an by the Bride-to-be

The procession of khatammal Qur'an commences with the bride-to-be presenting two
copies of the Qur'an for her own use and one copy being handed over to the imam (leader of
khatammal Qur'an) (Ulfah & Farid, 2023). The procession of khatammal Qur'an commences
with the reading of the Qur'an on a number of surahs or verses of the Qur'an, guided by the
imam. Subsequently, the imam instructs the participants to conclude their recitation of the
Qur'an. The recited Qur'an is known to consist of 30 juz. Itis recommended that 2, 3,5, 6, 10,
or 15 people attend the khatammal Qur'an. In the event that there are only two Qur'an readers,
each individual is required to read 15 juz of the Qur'an until completion. In the case of three
readers of the Qur'an, each individual is expected to read up to 10 juz. Similarly, in the event
that there are five readers of the Qur'an, each individual is required to read up to six juz. In the
event that there are six readers of the Qur'an, each individual will read up to five juz. In the case
of ten readers of the Qur'an, each person will read up to three juz. Finally,in the event that there
are fifteen readers of the Qur'an, each individual will read the Qur'an until the completion of
two juz. The khatammal Qur'an procession conveys the messagaal regardless of
circumstances , whether joyful or sorrowful, all Muslims must remember the holy verses of the
Qur'an and be pleased with Allah. The imam's concluding remarks at the end of the khatammal
Qur'an process emphasize that the Qur'an should serve as a guide for the family that will soon
be legalized. It is imperative that the Qur'an be read and studied in order to serve as a guide for
aftaining salvation in this world and in the hereafter (Al-Abed Sukar, 2020).

The Principle of Even Numbers in the Mappacci Procession

The primary function of the Mappacci process is the presentation of Pacci on the palm of the
bride-to-be (Figure 8). This Pacel serves as the primary symbol of the bride-to-be's self-
purification, symbolizing her transition into a new life within the household with her husband.
To further enhance the sacred nature of this Mappacci procession, the Bugis community
stipulates that the family selected to present Pacci is the family of the husband and wife
(Isumarni et al., 2023). In some instances, the number of couples invited to participate in the
Mappacci procession aligns with the social standing of the bride and groom's family. Typically,
noble filies are responsible for preparing 24 couples. However, this expectation is not always
met by the family of the bride and groom. In this particular ceremony, it is crucial to ensure that
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the number of Pacci grains prepared in the container is evenly distributed. This is because the
FPacei giver is a married couple. If there are six married couples providing pacci, then 12 pacci
are provided. If there are nine married couples providing pacci, then 18 pacci are provided. If
there are 12 married couples providing pacci, then 24 pacci are provided. If there are 24 married
couples providing pacci, then 48 pacei are provided. Therefore, the number of pacci items
provided is an even number.

v i E _—

Figure 8. The process of placing the Pacci on both palms of the bride and groom

The symbolic meaning of the Mappacei process, which is marked by the placement of
pacct on both palms of the brideaid groom by the families of the couple, is an appreciation of
the social status of the relatives and families of the bri nd groom (Azis, 2021). In addition,
it signifies that the sanctity of life and the cleanliness of the life of the bride and groom's family
that will be formed is the concemn and responsibility of all families and relatives who have
married. It is the responsibility of families to maintain the integrity of the household. A couple
represents the completion of the family unit, which must be able to function as a cohesive unit
and provide mutual assistance in navigating the challenges of life.

Conclusion

The study examines the use of mathematical and symbolic principles in the Mappacci
procession, a traditional ritual of the Bugis tribe. It emphasizes the significance of odd and even
numbers, geometric shapes, and bijective functions. The procession incorporates specific odd
numbers, including 1,7,and 9, which hold significant life values for the Bugis community. For
instance, the Mappacci hand mat employs nine jackfruit leaves, one banana leaf, and seven
folds of a silk sarong, symbolizing perfection, honesty, and hope. Geometric shapes like
triangles and rectangles utilized during the ceremony represent stability and foundational
virtues. The circular arrangement of jackfruit leaves symbolizes life’s cyclical nature and the
sun’s role in providing support and light. The application of Inai (Pacci) leaves, where each
sphere corresponds to a family member, reflects unity and purification. Additionally, the use of
even numbers in presenting Pacci on the palms of the bride and groom highlights the social
status and the sanctity of the upcoming marriage. The number 30 in the Khatammal Qur’an
procession and the number 3 in various rituals underscore the adherence to Islamic teachings
and the significance of triadic patterns in ensuring religious and social harmony. The se elements
collectively guide and enrich the Bugis tribe's traditions during the Mappacei procession,
weaving cultural beliefs, spiritual meanings, and mathematical principles into the ritual's fabric.
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